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In the Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for forming a skeleton tool usable for generating a test 
suite for a verification system for verifying a Procedure Interface Under Test (PIUT), the method 
comprising the steps of: 

decomposing existing test suites, the test suites having automatically generated 
components and manually developed components and being written in its test suite 
implementation language; 

defining one or more standard schemes of procedure testing based on the decomposition 
of the test suites; 

providing a skeleton description for each scheme in a skeleton definition language 
adapted to function as a directive for control of a transformation of the skeleton description into a 
skeleton tool : and 

transforming the skeleton description for each scheme into a skeleton tool for generating 
the test suite of the scheme , wherein said transforming is controlled by said skeleton definition 
language . 

2. (Original) The method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein 

the decomposing step includes a step of identifying an invariant test suite part written in 
the test suite implementation language; and 

the skeleton description providing step includes a step of creating an invariant test suite 
description based on the identified invariant test suite part 

3. (Original) The method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein 

the decomposing step includes a step of identifying a skeleton parameter; and 
the skeleton description providing step includes a step of creating a skeleton parameter 
identifier based on the identified skeleton parameter. 

4. (Original) The method as claimed in claim 3, wherein the skeleton parameter includes a 
text string or an integer. 



2 , 



PAGE 3/13* RCVD AT 4/2212004 1:02:42 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPT0-EFXRF*1/2 1 DN)S:8729306 1 CStD:919 654 4521 1 DURATION (mifrSS):0M8 



04/22/04 13:03 FAl 919 654 4521 WITHROW & TERRANOVA ■+ USPTO Ctrl Fax ©004 



5. (Original) The method as claimed in claim 3, wherein the skeleton parameter includes an 
array of text strings or integers. 

6. (Original) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein 

the decomposing step includes a step of identifying a repetitive part of the test suite; and 
the skeleton description providing step includes a step of creating a repetitor describing 
the identified repetitive part of the test suite. 

7. (Original) The method as claimed in claim [6, wherein the repetitor is written in a macro- 
language. 

8. (Previously Presented) Tbe method as claimed in claim 1, wherein 

the decomposing step includes a step of identifying a variant of the test suite; and 
the skeleton description providing step includes a step of creating a variant descriptor 
describing the identified variants of the test suite. ; 

! 

9. (Original) The method as claimed in claim 8, wherein the variant descriptor is written in a 
macro-language. , 

1 0. (Original) The method as claimed in claicoj 1, wherein 

the decomposing step includes a step of identifying a manually-developed component of 

the test suite; and j 

the skeleton description providing step incWes a step of creating a slot descriptor 
describing a slot for receiving a component corresponding to the identified manually-developed 
component of the test suite. 

i 

■i 

1 1 . (Original) The method as claimed in claim 10, wherein the slot descriptor is written in a 

i 

macro-language. j 

i 

i 

12. (Original) The method as claimed in clairi^L 10, wherein the slot descriptor provides 
rigorously defined semantics for manual slot filling. 

\ 
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13. (Original) The method as claimed in claim I, wherein 

the decomposing step includes a step of identifying an automatically-generated 
component of the test suite; and ; 

the skeleton description providing step includes a step of creating a slot descriptor 
describing a slot for receiving a component corresponding to the identified automatically- 
generated component of the test suite. ; 

i 

) 4. (Original) The method as claimed in claim 13, wherein the slot descriptor is written in a 
macro-language. ! 



15. (Original) The method as claimed in clafai 1, wherein the defining step includes a step of 
separating procedure testing into different types', each type corresponding to each standard 
scheme, based on dependency of parameters, j 



16. (Canceled. 



17. (Original) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the transforming step includes a 
step of creating a file containing values of skelejton parameters and components for slot filing. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A system for forming a skeleton tool usable for generating a test 
suite for a verification system for verifying a Procedure Interface Under Test (PIUT), the system 

comprising: 1 

a decomposer for decomposing test suites, the test suites having automatically generated 

*l 1 ' * 

components and manually developed components and being written in its test suite 

implementation language, the decomposed test- suites being used to define one or more standard 

schemes of procedure testing; 

a skeleton describer for providing a skdrtop description for each scheme in a skeleton 

definition language adapted to function as adirective for control of a transformation of the 

skeleton description into a skeleton tool; and 
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a skeleton transformer for transfonning.the skel eton description for each scheme into a 
skeleton tool for generating the lest suite of tnescheme . wherein the skeleton definition language 



controls the transforming . 
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19. (Original) The system as claimed in daun If 8, v herein the decomposer includes a feature 
identifier for identifying particular features olrtike test suites. 

20. (Original) The system as claimed in &aijm 18, vrherein the skeleton describer includes a 

►I -I-!*, 'i 

creator for creating parts of skeleton description bised on the identified features of the test suites. 

j| ;! 

21. (Original) The system as claimed in claim 1 9, >yhetein the feature identifier includes: 
an invariant test suite part identifier ^radeitifying an invariant test suite part written in 

the test suite implementation language; !j 

*j il" -j 

a skeleton parameter identifier for identifying a skeleton parameter; 
a repetitive part identifier for identifying appetitive part of the test suite; 



a variant identifier for identifying a ^aidant ;oft le test suite; 
a manually-developed component ident&ieJr for identifying a manually-developed 
component of the test suite; and 



an automatically-developed component: identifier for identifying an automatically- 
generated component of the test sidte. 



1 



22. (Original) The system as claimed in f l^.j21, wherein the skeleton describer includes: 
an invariant description creator for.c rea&ng an invariant test suite description based on 



the identified invariant test suite part; 



JLaL 



a parameter identifier creator for a skeleton parameter identifier based in die 

identified skeleton parameter, II *:\ 

_ a describing the identified repetitive part of the 



test suite; 

a variant descriptor creator for 
variants of the test suite; 



0 .J 

: 

U ,J 

'i 



i -vj uiant descriptor describing the identified 



PAGE 6/13* RCVD AT 412212004 1:02:42 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * $VR:USPT0/EFXRM/2 1 DN18:8729306 1 C8ID:91 9 654 4521 * DURATION (mnvss):04-18 



5 

I 



o 

o 

of. 

I 



CO 



04/22/04 13:04 FAX 019 654 4521 



WITKRQW 



& TERRANOVA 

■ 'K'r 



+ USPTO Ctrl Fax 



@0O7 



a first slot descriptor creator for creato'ga slot descriptor describing a slot for receiving a 

component corresponding to the identified mfcnfcially-developed component of the test suite; and 

!( • V • 

a second slot descriptor creator for ccealbg a slot descriptor describing a slot for 
receiving a component corresponding to the 5d4jptmed : autom component of the 

test suite. 



23. (Original) The system as claimed id c f 
function for separating procedure testing inl 
standard scheme, based on dependency of p; 

24. (Currently Amended) A method for 
for verifying a Procedure Interface Under T^s] 



decomposing existing test suites, the jte^ suites having automatically generated 



adapted to function as a directive for contra 

transforming the skeleton description 
the test suite of the schem e, wherein said tran 
language ; 

generating a test suite template by exi 
PIUT;and, 



1^8, wherein the scheme defining means has a 
Feient types, each type corresponding to each 



;es erating test suite sources for a verification system 
t! JPljuT); the method comprising steps of; 



components and manually developed compqi$|its ( and being written in its test suit 
implementation language; 

defining one or more standard schei^esjof'i^cedure testing based on the decomposition 

of the test suites; 

providing a skeleton description for scheme in a skeleton definition language 



Mi 



filling the test suite template using re & ually written parts of the test suite to generate test 



$uite sources. 



25. (Original) The method as claimed ii 
test suite sources into a test suite in implem 



iipa transformation of the skeleton description into a 

: j' • 

ii- each scheme into a skeleton tool for generating 
Arming is controlled bv said skeleton definition 
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^ 24;£urther comprising a step of compiling the 
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26. (New) A method for forming a skeleton 



decomposing existing test suites, the 
components and manually developed compbip 
implementation language; 

defining one or more standard schemes 
of the test suites; 

providing a skeleton description for < 
adapted to function as a directive for control % 
skeleton tool; and 

transforming the skeleton description^ 
the test suite of the scheme, wherein said 
language; 

wherein: 
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tool usable for generating a test suite for a 



• H \ - 

verification system for verifying a Pix>ceduie!lDxerface ynder Test (PIUT), the method 
comprising the steps of: . ^ 

suites-having automatically generated 

j 5 and being written in its test suite 

i 

■'i 

if prdcjddure testing based on the decomposition 

< , 'i ■ 

scheme in a skeleton definition language 

a transformation of the skeleton description into a 

i : '« 
I ,! 

C each Scheme into a skeleton tool for generating 
irmpig Ss controlled by said skeleton definition 

ri 

i 

■ t 
. i 

«: 




implementation language; and 

a step of identifying a| 

and 

the skeleton description provijz] 

a step of creating an L 
invariant test suite part; and 

a step of creating a sloti 
component corresponding to the identified 
the defining step includes: 

a step of separating 
corresponding to each standard scheme, b 

a step of separating 
corresponding to each standard scheme, bas< 



the decomposing step includes} 

a step of identifying dn i i vm-Lairt test suite part written in the test suite 



uiliy-'developed component of the test suite; 



in fce^ilences of testing of a group of procedures. 




g siep;!includes: 
'antteit suite description based on the identified 

i 

e$cript;6r describing a slot for receiving a 
aliy-developed component of the test suite; and 

u^ testing into different types, each type 
n dependency of parameters; and 

: testing into different types, each type 
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